64                     THE INDIA OF FACT

succession. Gradually the sect came into the hands of
Gurus of organizing ability, and from that time Moslem
authority seems to have seen a danger, and possibly its
disciples were arrogant. Thus began a cruel persecution,
which merely gave strength and virility to an otherwise
unassuming folk. Then at last there arose Govindh, the
famous Tenth Guru?, whose ideas expanded immensely. He
took the famous teaching which had now spread to the
sturdy Jat race in the southern and eastern Punjab, and he
made of it a great military order, an order of purity, austerity
and manly virtue,, and he gave to them certain basic signs
and symbols known as the 'Five Kakas', or *KV, all appeal-
ing to simplicity and manhood, among which was the in-
junction of the unshorn locks and hair. Thus arose this
military brotherhood, as austere and as righteously simple
as the Nanakis, but ready to fight to the death with the
now weakening Moguls, their oppressors. In the fierce
struggles which followed, the Khalsa, the celect', grew in
military strength and adhesiveness, and materially contri-
buted to the crash of the Empire. Fiercely cruel were
the battles and reprisals, and under the strain the militant
Sikhism grew.

To all his followers, Govindh added the Rajput suffix
Lion, or Singh, and this, the more universal form of Sikhism,
is known as 'Singhism' as distinct from the Sikhism of those
Nanakis who did not become Singhs.

Singhism made magnificent soldiers, but it also made
magnificent men. The teachings of the Grunth sahib, the
scripture of Baba Nanak, has much of the Christian teaching,
and that of the Japji, the Law of Govindh, adds the fire
and austerity as taught by Duncan Cameron and other
Protestants and Puritans.

But Sikhism, especially Singhism, demands a rule of
life and self-denial that is always a strain on human nature.
The women like the brightness and the variety of popular
Hinduism and festivals, and the lesser young men shirk the
baptism of the Singhs. Thirty years ago Singhism was